L'Anse aux Meadows
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{{uoversatt}}

'''L'Anse aux Meadows''' som betyr ''Engbukta eller Engskjæret'' er et sted på nordspissen av øya arkeologen Anne Stine Ingstad i 1960.

Dette er den eneste arkeologisk bekreftede vikingboplass funnet i Nord-Amerika. Utgravningene avdekket bosteder, verktøy og andre hjelpemidler som verifiserte dateringen til rundt 1000 e.Kr. Spesielt funnet av et spinnehjul som tidligere var funnet i utgravninger fra vikingboplasser i Norden, gjorde at L'Anse aux Meadows kunne identifiseres entydig som en vikingboplass. 

Boplassen, som er 500 år eldre enn Christopher Columbus, inneholder de tidligste europeiske strukturer i Nord-Amerika. Boplassen er utpekt som en World Heritage site av UNESCO, og antas å være den legendariske 'Vinland'-bosettingen til oppdageren Leiv Eiriksson fra rundt år 1000 e.Kr. Temaet er gjenstand for diskusjon blant historikere, se Vinland for nærmere omtale. 

{{uoversatt-start}}

The climate in Newfoundland then was signifigantly warmer than todays. As recounted in the saga, Leifur set forth from Greenland to search for the land Bjarni Herjólfsson had told him of. He found a land rich with grapes, salmon, and a frost free winter, and returned to harvest lumber to take back to tree poor Greenland. L'Anse aux Meadows has been identified as the first camp made, as the camp made after fleeing hostile Skrælings, or neither.

The settlement at L'Anse aux Meadows consisted of at least 8 buildings. A forge and smelter, and a lumberyard supported a shipyard. The saga describes a colonizing attempt led by Thorfinn Karlsefni, with as many as 135 men and 15 women, who used Leifurs camp as a base. Sewing and knitting tools found at the site indicate women were present at L'Anse aux Meadows.

The site was only used for 2 or 3 years. Intergroup conflict over women, unexpected weather, and attacks from natives have all been suggested as the cause.
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L'Anse aux Meadows may also be connected to the Algonquin legend of a ''Kingdom of Saguenay'' populated by a race of blond men rich in furs and metals, but this is only conjecture.
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Eksterne lenker

· [http://whc.unesco.org/sites/4.htm UNESCO]
· [http://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/nl/meadows/index_e.asp Parks Canada]
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