Bohemian Rhapsody
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frame|right|Coveret til singelen «Bohemian Rhapsody»

'''«Bohemian Rhapsody»''' er en sang skrevet av Freddie Mercury og fremført av Queen. Den ble først utgitt på plata ''A Night at the Opera'' (1975). Sangens tittel er såpass viden kjent at den ofte blir referert til kun som «Bo Rhap» (eller «Bo Rap»).

Kenny Everett hevdet at Mercury fortalte ham at sangen bare var «tilfeldig, rimende nonsens», og ikke hadde noen dypere mening, mens Brian May hevder at sangen reflekterte Mercurys personlighet og levemåte.
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A literal interpretation

The bohemian of the song is an "''easy come, easy go''" "''poor boy''" and so the dictionary definition of "living a wandering or vagabond life" applies (as opposed to the other dictionary definitions like someone from Bohemia). A musical rhapsody is a "composition irregular in form and suggestive of improvisation", which applies to the song itself and not something in the song, so a literal interpretation is that the song title means "A Rhapsody about a Bohemian".

The lyrics set the stage with the theme "''No escape from reality''", then tell the story of "''a poor boy''" who is "''easy come, easy go''" and shoots a man dead. He tells his mama "''I don't want to die. I sometimes wish I'd never been born at all.''" His pleas for mercy in court are responded to with "''We will not let you go''". "''Anyway the wind blows, doesn't really matter to me''" said by the killer is a refrain from start to end. Believing that things don't matter do not prevent them from mattering. There is indeed, "''No escape from reality''".

The Song

The song, almost six minutes in length, begins with an a cappella introduction, which are all Mercury doubletracked. This is followed by a ballad, which is again mostly Mercury's vocals. The guitar enters during the second verse, with May playing a series of harmonies. After the lyric "shivers down my spine", May created a 'shiver' sound by playing the strings behind the bridge of his guitar. At the end of the second verse, the first guitar solo appears. This was created by May, and it is melodically different from the verses as he didn't like a guitar solo to be just the melody repeated.

Now begins a pseudo-operatic midsection. This features interplay between Mercury and a solo piano. The choir effect was created by having Mercury, May and Taylor sing separate low, mid and high sections three times. The band used the bell effect for lyrics "Magnifico" and "Let him go". Also on "Let him go", Taylor singing the top section carries his note on further after the rest of the 'choir' have stopped singing. 

This operatic section leads to an aggressive hard rock section with a guitar riff that was written by Mercury. After double tracked vocals by Mercury over the top of the guitar, there are three guitar runs, that May described as something he had to "battle with" when performing the song live, but he pulled it off.

The song then returns to the ballad style. As the lyrics "ooh yeah, ooh yeah" are sung a guitar is played in the background to give the effect of trumpets. This was done by playing the guitar through an amp designed by Deacon. The song progressively becomes quieter until finally closing with the barely audible sound of a gong.

The sections may appear separate but there are numerous lyrical and musical motifs that they share. For instance, there are melodic motifs that occur in the ballad which foreshadow parts of the operatic section.

Video

The video was created for the sole purpose of allowing the band to be on tour and appear on BBC's ''Top of the Pops''. It was shot in just over four hours and cost only £4500 (GBP) to produce, using a outside broadcast truck owned by one of the band's managers. Shot on the band's rehearsal stage it was designed to show the band performing live.

All the special effects were done during the recording. The effect of having the face zooming away was accomplished by simply pointing the camera at a monitor, thus giving visual feedback. 

It was not the first time a band had made a promo, but this differed in being shot entirely on videotape as opposed to film. It is therefore widely regarded as the first real music video. In the original version of the video an apparent editing glitch led to the piano part briefly being double-tracked out of sync with itself, but this was corrected in later releases.

Popularity

It is the only single to have been UK Christmas Number 1 twice (in a single recording), first in 1975/6, and then in list of the best-selling singles in the UK issued in 2002.

It consistently ranks highly in media reader polls of "the best singles of all-time", and in Imagine" by Dutch annual "Top 100 Aller Tijden" ("All-Time Top 100 Singles") since 1977, reaching #1 many times; in the annual "Top 2000" (maintained since 1999) it has, as of 2004, been #1 every year.

The song enjoyed renewed popularity in 1992 as part of the soundtrack to the film ''Wayne's World''. In connection with this, a new video was released, intercutting excerpts from the film with footage from the original Queen video.

The track was produced by Roy Thomas Baker and Queen, and was not initially intended as a single release due to the length. However, Mercury's friend Kenny Everett (a BBC Radio 1 DJ at the time) played an advance copy on the radio several times; the track proved popular and was released with "I'm In Love With My Car" as the B-side.

The introduction to the song is based on the chorus of a piece by Mercury's former band, Ibex. Some claim that this first minute of "Bohemian Rhapsody" inspired the ending of the song "One Jump Ahead (reprise)" from the Disney animated film ''Aladdin'': Both are sung by a poor boy character, and both have the words "to me" sung on the same notes in roughly the same inflection over the same cadence.

Trivia

·  The song makes reference to the novel and play ''Scaramouche''.
·  The title does not appear anywhere within the words of the song.
·  The only UK single ever to sell a million copies on two separate occasions 
·  The only UK single ever to be Christmas number one single twice, and therefore number 1 at least once in four different calendar years - 1975, 1976, 1991 and 1992.
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